
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Possible actions 

 

The members of the Romania Libera committee, who we met, rightly point that the refugee problem 

is due to the aberrant politics of the Romanian leaders, especially President Ceauşescu’s. But as long 

as he remains in place, no reasonable improvement can be expected. 

 The meeting at Arad made clear the difficulties of dialogue, whereas the Romanian party denies the 

existence of the minority problem, and refused any kind of conciliatory gestures regarding the 

Hungarians in Transylvania. 

It is sure, that the Hungarian government because of this, even though it wants to stop the refugee 

influx, is in a particularly uncomfortable position, as on the one hand the bilateral negotiations fail, 

on the other hand, it is almost impossible to officially submit the disagreement to the international 

organizations… 

Therefore, the representatives of Romania Libera intend, as most of our conversation partners 

advocated, to gain the active support of various international organizations and Western countries. 

Under these circumstances, if Romania do not put an end to the practice, which shames this country 

in the eyes of the whole international community, according to the opinion of FIDH, first the 

Hungarian authorities should be addressed, which in the past few months are acting encouragingly: 

firstly, to improve the acceptance, aid and insertion conditions of refugees; secondly, to facilitate 

resolving their situation, provide the status of political refugee; and finally, to never again resort to 

returning people at the Romanian border… 

We call for the attention of the international, governmental and non-governmental organizations, to 

do their utmost within their competence to solve the problem of refugees from Romania. 

Organizations such as the High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Red Cross in this 

regard may play a significant role. Activities of these international organizations should care about a 

key issue, the reunion of families. Many of the refugees in Hungary think that their families can very 

soon follow them, and endure pain that the duration of being separated increase. Finally, we 

demand the western countries, especially those in Europe, not to forget the unfortunate people next 

to Romania, and to immediately tell them their agreement, that they receive the refugees, who 

would like to leave Hungary. We approach in this sense the European Community Member States 

and the community organizations. 

Paris, 1988 November 12 

 

The FIDH report, of course, reflects an outsider's opinion. However, it should be considered, as it 

clearly indicates that not Hungary caused the refugee problem; we just suffer the consequences. It 

illustrates that the situation of the refugees from Romania is a general European and human rights 

problem, therefore, the international community is also involved. 
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